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‘. PENCHANT FOR EVIDENCE 


It is not at ail surprising to know that Du Bsis-Reymond, and all 
those other enlightened sages of science who have gone his way, have met with 
insuperable difficulties in explaining Free “ill. If one is in search of 
a pond-lily, we needn't call in an expert horticulturist to be assured that he 
will not find it by traveling to the Sahara desert and confining his investi- 
gations to those aris wastes. He might, however, come upon it in his om 
private garden, should he be sincerely bent on finding it. 


Now we dwell in this priveleged age to whose happy lot it has fallen 
to discover that "matter shall hold all the power". If anything at all is to 
be explained, it must be done in terms of ‘matter’. Should the particular 
thing in question be of that stubborn a nature as not to admit of such an ex- 
planation, let it be relegated to the riddle category. Free Will has been 
found to be most stubborn in this respect, and Free ill, in consequence, has 
been distinguished as the greatest of the seven world-riddles laid down by 
Tu Bois-Reymond. 


And, if one be blessed with that sanity which prompts him to take ac- 
count of those patent facts which his ovm conssiousness thrusts upon him, and, 
if in the light of this evidence, he refuses to regard Freedom as a riddle, 
then let him be prepared to hear the Materialist's last word: "You are labor- 
ing under a popular illusion". Popular, indeed, for so many seem to have 
been blessed with this sanity of giving consciousness a hearing. 


But who with a spark of honor left for truth can stomach this nauseat- 
ing morsel? Shall we be content to plead this blindness of those who will - 
net see, and go the dismal way of the devotees of determinism, who 


"Complacent fold their scarlet hands, 
And heavenward roll their rheumy eyes 
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#. few ‘reeks ago I had a conversasion with my professor in Psychology. The 
professor told a story, for ‘Thich he covid woven, of a young man who had) becomesad= 
dicted to the use-of the Ouija beard and she in so using it had rendered himself use= 
tess for his work as a bowk~xeeper,.. For “henevyer ne sreu tazxe vp his pen to maxe an 
entry, the pen vould autematically “rive the visestoand ticethewuseorstniage iia 
fe) a of. curicidy co fang 
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evidence of the dangers of Cinga board meddling. fom icancg 
at almost any ingane asvium." 


A toric of almost universal intz:est is here presented for consideration. 
Precisely in what docs the harm ef meddling vith, this harmless tey", es it is so 
often styled, consist? The ansver is simple. The harm consists in the abuse. The 
Cuija board is a laboratory device for Rxperimsntal Fsycholozy. Its phenomena are 
purely natural, But it has been misused both in and out of Spiritism and its sean- 
ces. The board, in itself. has nothing to do with Spéritism. 


a 
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Let us look at this Ouija board, this mere laboratory device, ‘vith a vie 
to finding out just ‘there the danger lies in meddling vith iv. To begin,» 1G may be 
ne Ouija beard as,it 4s, peners lax aiiias 


well Go considera ‘fer devises: prietiminary to ot 

Tne first of these devices. wnich prcbably originated in Engiand, consists of a but- 
ton suspended from a string,;and a glass. The string shiculd be so held that the buc- 
ton hangs in-the glass at. about its center. This. device is-supposed.to,tell the tiz 
by the button's striking against the sides ofthe glass. But the person who is holdé 
ing the string must kno tie, heur that.18,.0. be struck. by. the butten.. This, ecntrie 
vance is perfectiy harmiess, and may be used withcus danger. .The exzlanation, of its 
wotking is somewhat like tnat which applies to tne secund "preliminary". For this 
we can use the same outtcn and string, Seas close to the. surface of a board. or taule 
over the intersection of twe 1ines. dramm, as.rigntcangles to each cther. (A circular 
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@irection also is indicated.) ‘The — holdane suring must be determined not 
to moyexhisihand,.nor. to give the string an.imprise in any directions He. then ime 
gines the movement of the suspended bution in cne direction or another. The bution 
Wiitl begin to move vith circular or csciilating mction. at first describing 4a “small 
circumference, or amplitude, which rapidiy increases in its proportions. Of course 
the limitiof these Bonnaire Gone is not indefinite. «& simple expianation of this 
phenomenon ilies in tnis, that the image of the movement ane: in the imagination 
of the experimenter causes a faint impulse in the efferent tracts wnich results in 
a movement in the fingers, so slight that it cannot be aetected by the naked eye. 


Thus far we have considered oniy harmless diversions which might serve to 
while away the time on a staid afterncon. . But in the case of the real Cuija bpoand 
things are somewhat different in tne use of the fcrmer devices, the operauor re-= 
tains his dominicn over his om actions. and the hatitual guard over the wanderirgs 
of hig mind. In the iatter, i.e. the Guija board, he voluntarily surrenders this 
dominion and guard, and so becomes a prey to 211 sorcus of suggesticns. 


Is every person who meddles with the board, doing something that tid re 
sult in serious injury to his mental or moral fibre; especially if the vorkings ong 
the Ouija board are knorm to him? This may be open to discussion. But the mere 
meddling with this "playvhing” can become so fascinating, that before long it may 
be difficult to say whether he has gone too far or not. ™“e are by nature curicuSe 
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So it is a matter of little surprise that anything which savors of the occult has a 
double attraction, in these days ‘when Spiritism, with iys grain of truth and with all 
its nonsense and tricks, is followed by thousands. 


It is to be noted that when a person comes to use a Ouija board, he usually 
begins with the board in its most detailed or complex form; that is, the (eee 
encoun surface "ith the letters cf the slphabet. the numbers, the words ‘'yes' and 

no stamped on it, The heart-shaped plarnche tte with three small legs paftded at their 
bottoms with felt, will at first spell ovt the rords and point out the responses 
Which the experimenter rishes it to give, or whi ch ~“he“is' ‘afraid: that itv-will-gives. 
But beside this form, there 2re other rorms in which casters are substituted for the 
legs of the planchette. & pencil sometimes takes the place ‘of the “front Veg, or 
castere This arrangenent will write the messages instead of travélling from letter 
to letter. A still simpler form is 2 pencil placed in the hands of the subject, with 
which he automatically rrites. 


This is a sufficient description of the forms of the Ouija board. Let us 
now follow the progress of the havoc ~rought in the nervous system and mental facul- 
ties of those who alloy themselves to become addicted to its use. For convenience 
me shall divide this progression, into three parts or stages. In the first stage the 
person is fully conscious cf the operations of his mind and of the board. 


In the second stage, the things wBich are written and the answers given 
are productions of the subconscious workings of the victim's mind. In this stage the 
writing is involuntary and subconscious, and when a person has reached this stage, 
he has already gone too far. He has deliberately allowed himself to become the 
victim of any suggestion, and in so doing, has cast aside one of the most precious g 
gifts bestored on him by his Creator,- the free control of his bodily actions through 
will power. The oftener he plays “ith the ‘harmless toy', the easier the writing be- 
comes. snd gine t ey he becomes entangled in the meshes which he has woten for himseif. 
The result is unhappiness, grave injury to health, and in not a few cases, insanity. 


™e now advance to the third stage off the meddlers,- the stage in which the 
devil enters. But we must note before proceeding further, that we have no right to 
Postvulave “the entrance of the evil ‘spirit in these phenomena, unless all natural 
explanations fail to account for the facts. # bit cf skepticism on this point vould 
be a very good thing for those ho are blind to the truths taught by the only source 
of supernatural truths on this earth, the Catholic Church, but ~ho are ready to ac- 
cert as certain the revelations of what they believe to be a spirit from the other 


worlde 


The conditions of persons in the second and third stages are similar to 
those of persons in hyrnosis. After they awaken from their trance, they sre some- 
times surprised at the quality of the messages. Things which under ordinary circum- 
stances “Tould never have come to light, such as the most blasphemous and irmoral 
utterances and rash judgments about one’s neighbor, vill under these conditions of 
mind be manifested. “hen these persons are in their ordinary state of mind, they 
assert that this automatic writing is done under the influence of another person, 

under wnose ‘control’ they are during the time of writing. This person is generally 
Besse ds to have lived lo.g ages ago.e Thus, a certain Mrs, --- claims to be con- 
trolled by. "Batience Warth". These states of trance or hypnosis are due to the dis- 


ordered imaginations of the persons “ho are subject to theme 
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But, hovr account for the fact that uneducated persons sometimes write thing< 
-thich shov considerable mental training and xcuteness? "Patience “firth”, (tirs. ---), 
“tho is knovm to be uneduc&ted, -7ill rite stories hich call for no mean ability.-. In 
ansver to the querv, ve may sxy that the subject mist at some time or toher have 
heard the things “hich are vrittemeA ‘rell-kmo™m example may be cit ed in confirmation 
of this. én untatored young onan in Germany vas subject to hysteria. “hile in 


this state she ould recite short snatches of Scripture in Latin, Greek and Hebrev. 
Tor same time this ‘vas baffling. Then it ~as discovered that in her earlier years, 
she had acted 1s the servant of a learned Protestant divine -sho ‘vas accustomed 


“alk back and forth near the kitchen ‘rindow reciting passages from Scripture in the 
three languages mentioned. I+ as concluded that the snitches ‘hich the *roman *as 
“ont to recite vere those “hich had been sroxen ‘hile her employer “as ‘within 
hearing distance. 


In a few cnses, here all natural explanations are insufficient, ‘ve may 
admit the entrance of a bad spitit. But simply "because certain phencnens are in- 
Sxpl ieable,-it dos RO’ follo’ that Satan is personally to blame". (Neredia, "S8piri- 
tism and Common Sense", C. I, p. 7-) 


Beyond these fe7 facts lie the lebvrinths of Spiritism. But here “re must 
stop. i think it must be evidmt to any Siousheses person that the Ouija board had 
better be left alone. “e cannot leirn future events through it, and the only result 
that meddling “ith it can have is 2 disturbed 1nd unsettled state of mind, the logi- 
cal end of *hich is insnnity. But, if faith is sut in the Ouija ad 1. means of find- 
ing out future events, this is . form of divination, and 2s such has been forbidden 
by the Church 18 a mortal sin against the First Commandment. 


Louis E. Meyer, S.d. 
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tots A < rargh U2 eine erm ache lame os 
lean too ily upon formal logic? By no means. She muss ever insisS that rsas 
alshough supreme in its o™m province, has limits devond -rhich it cannosS rule. Tai 
her reply to the intellectually fashionable sophistries of Kant. The old cob-~eb 

pinner of Xoenigsburg “as out to deny any definite proof of the existence of God. 

Therefore he insisted, and ‘vyhat he said vas true enough as far as it vent, that so 
man could logically demonstrate the existence of the external wourld. The Church's 
learned scholastics only smiled and anstrered: !These things are too serious to be 
joked about. You, derr Kant, are,like any other sane man, forced to assume that 
2 external vonld exists. If in your heart you really denied it, the asylum doors 
ould gipe for you. Back in the tvrelfth century our predecessors had that matter 
out ‘vith the subtle Jevish jUsiataacahor Maimonides." 
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Pege Hinebly Five 
RUME'S SBJECTION TO T2STIVONY 


It wes during the Novens of Grace this yecr. 411 week thousands hed been 
coming to the Church of Suint Francis “uvier to ay et his shrine their verious 
petitions for meeps fll week hundreds hed beer coming to lay at thet shrine the 
Une nkeciving, of hearts thet hod net-esked in vein. Among eres Were, BOmMe OT. Ene i) 
strikingly favored during the novers of lust veer- the i 
been restored, the medical exncri whose «st: “td 
ae hed been suddenly clearcd up. enc stil 

emarkeble hid beer. less scientifically investigsted. 


Ebout & hundred feet from the shrine «4 Ades igi stuwiy-club wes essexbied 
for.its weekly mecting. A.discussion tis under ey concerning David Hume's cont 
tion that miricles_do not pea He argues thus 
tency cn¢d.uniformity of Nature's lens, whereas t 
turned out to te untrustwortry. It b : 
shoulc be mistzken, or should conspire to ceccive, in Cae Lom So-cs ileceri verso. 
then that Neture's lsoxs-should fuil, or the order of thé universe be violt.ted. 


eae: por be EGET the cons- 


In other words, if sre were to hu.ve seen the blind women being led into the 
Church end « little while leter we hed rete Dme £20 Workn we lkune oul, oe the, sie 
of her former guide, end hud seen tiret «11 the whitlc the brightness in he 
specking of the joy and the ceuse of the a thaut,filled her heéeertc 2nd i 
to h.ve heard her vords of thnksziving end oreise of Godsend His S:ints «cs she st 
outside the Church Sar De i tne beauties thet bd so lore been denicd her, -3 
more probuble, if we tre to belicve Huze, thet we 
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ave been the victims of some houx or delusion, rather then thet the ordcr of Natur 
shculd hive thus been violeted. Moreover if a whole churchfull of peopi che 
Lestify that such « thing bed h: ppened, we would have to reject their te 


Hume, hoveyer, is not warrented in rcoj 
less he can prove thrt the phssicél levs “re absolutely enti 

Hure nor anyone else cin provs this. In feet Hume cennot coe even tnact there ais 
Suen G& Uning “2s 4% physical let in tke sense of any intrinsic necessity of constancy, 
since he rejects the principle of causaliry. 


Neither mey he rcject the testircny of others regurding the occurrence of 
a miracle unless tht testizony contradict his orm txnerience of the some fact. at 


the seme time @m under tne stre circucstore: Perit 18 “there 1S5)-ne One a ot bce- 
tween his experier.ce end the testirony of cthe He sex vhat heppened ordinsrily; 


they, whet happened extraeordinecily. 


The disevssion seszed to te almost over, when the rresid 
announced that he hud « word to edd and thet the word of an cuthor: 
Cormrcec toO.cescrive & miracle «ss = sioletion of the Order cf the tTnivs: 
bave Neture its ltws cannot be ssid to violste then when He produces ef 
the: cr°beyena cneir recch. It rere a strance order of the Universe which rout 
the Crestor from absolute control over Fis own werld. Mirecles are as much « ¢ 
Goi's Providence, and «re to say the leazst, es indis perscble to the Order of the 
Universe, as the ordingry laws of Neture." 


4 


#. moment of silence follewec to be broken by the striking of the clock in 


wy 


i 
the witnesses of tte mirecle. shows 
c e 


the_ nearby tower. It was the hour for the next mevens Nexercise. The meeting was 
adjourned. 
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Nearly 2 decade ago I neard a speech 2+ an alumni bonauet. In this speech 
a peiduate of the ‘Class of Winety' told of the pleasure he got from vicking up 
some of the authors he had studied, and hov many of the associations of his coliege 
days came back to him as he poured over his Homer and Cic2ro. 

= Ine: 
Much the same has b2en our pleasure, the pleasure of us of the First 
+ HG la la he 

Year Seminar’. Of course there has not been a generation in “hich our philosophy 
has been alloved to mellow and grow sveet, but — and I shall change my figure — 
the satisfaction of going over plowed ground and of smoothing out the little heaps 
ead of breaking the lumps of, knotty probiems that always trouble the tyro, is fuld 


Payeror the labor involved. 


This nappy resuis has been accomplished by the reek! 
the Baster vacation ‘re held several extra sessions — in which the matver of the 
previous term was reviewed and more thceroushly mastered. If the work of the seminar 
has done anyching, it has accompiished this: “re are convinced that Scholastic —rri- 
losophy cain be more than a matter of subtle distinctions and idiomatic phrases. “e 
knew that it isa poverful instrument, capable of rescuing a blinded rorld from the 
pitfalls of materialism and the crags of idealism. 
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Joseph .ie Foley, 
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More than once of late comient has been made upon the manifestly increased 

Spirit of philosophy that breithss about these age-stained halls of science. Ina 
movement so general, it is not alvays so easy to point the finge- at precisely just 
what if is that is responsible for the good effected. If, however, any factor is 
to be noted, that factor in our case is the live bulletin board hung in a conspicuous 
place in the recreation room. The credit for this york goes to Mr. Dowling. By 
dint of diligent and constant effort he has managed to keep the board alive with 
stimulating articles, clippings, fights, contriverseries, and whatever misht nave a 
philosophical bearing. Consistently to fill such a board is admittedly hard; to 

eep up keen interest in the same manner is deserving of honorable mention. The 
rest of the philosophers have derived no little benefit from ifr. Dowling's findings. 
Readers of the MODERN SCHOOLMAN cin help this excellent vork by sending in clippings 
ar items of interesting philosophical contact. 
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that our intellectual thoughts must in sone vay at least depend upon our sensations." 


"Just so; but you are anticipating me a little. Let us clinch our other 
point first. You say that you see nov that ubsre is an unbridgeable difference 
between intellect of thought and senso or sonsiions. If that is the case, is it not 
reasonable to suppose that ctr intellectual operations should have a fitting subject 
or suitable home in ‘which to reside, one which is peculiar to them, in something dis- 
tinct from the material body end intrinsicall independent of the body?" 


"That seems to be good logic, Father." 


"Alright then, suppose we call this fitting subject or nome the spiritual 
soul. There can be nothing very wrong in the name, can there?" 


"Father, I've come here with a head crammed full of objections and diffs- 
culties but you seem to have solved most of them 2s you proceeded along in your rea~ 
soning. Otherwise I might have exasperated you by my many foolish questions. But 
how about that --dependence of thought upon sensation?" 


"Simply this. Je know from our experience that our thoughts depend to & 
certain extent on this condition, that certain sensations at least frequently precede 
our intellectual operations. Our thoughts are bound up ‘vith and are accompanied by 
phantasms. From this we may rightly conclude that the human soul in its intellectual 
operations of thinking, extrinstcally depends on the body." 

zed 
ell done, Father, you seem somehow or other to have paraly/my tongue to- 


Weer: 


night." 


"Doctor, on the contrary, I feel somevhat loquacious tonight. Permit me 
to epitomize a few of the deductions -rhich we have dravm from our talk. Matter can 
not abs*ract and generalize, compare and contrast; man cane Hence man is more than 
matter. Even as you are listening to me,ss I ramble on, you are doing your owm 
thinking and as a result vou may decide to do cither this of that. Matter cannot 
estimate and decide; man cin. Hence man is more tian matter. That pover in man 
which is more than matter we call spirit. The place where that spirit resides, if 
you care to speak that vay, is the soul. No, Doctor, you need not fear to annihilate 
the soul hilst performing your operations on the material body." 


"But hor long, Father, will this soul continue to live? “ill it die with 
the body? If it is the life-giving principle of the body, it seems to be common 
sense to say that when the body ceases to function, the soul must also necessarily 
cease to function.” j 


"That is a good practical question; for on its solution depends the worth- 
whileness of leading a good life and of snving that soul. There is nothing like 
being practical. Do you believe in a just God, Doctor?" 


"I suppose that I must believe that if T’still wish to remain 2 Christaan.® 


"But ho can God be just ‘rhen you kno as well as I do that the good are 
not always rewarded here nor are the wicked always punished? Unless man lives on 
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after death God cares as much for those “tho ave Jisloynl to Him as for those ‘rho 
are loyal. Unless man's soul is immortal, th: Creatcr made wise laws and yet cares 
not whether or not they are observed. Ged wovld thus be stultifyigg Himself. The 
soul is spiritual; it has no partsjoit cenrot be divided. © Hence it eannot be des- 
troyed; it cannot perisa. By its very n-ture it is postulated that God will pre- 
serve it; it is immortal. WMorcove® thers <s in-e2eh ore of us something that tells 
us we shall not end forever. Hvery uation believes in a future state. This universa 
belief must have a foundation in nature." 
"Thank you, Father, I am quive satisfied. "here is one to find-out how to 
make this undying life of the soul a happy one?" 


Nmz Pit ct SEA f Bees s 

This question is ansvered completely only in theology and religion. We 
hold classes in religion tyo nights u veek here for non-Catholics. Perhaps you 
could learn what you desire at these." 


"I think I shall attend, Father. If I have an immortal soul, I guess it 
is up to me to save that soul." 


" : é : 
That is good sound reasoninz, Doctor." 


r 


Ferdinand T. Keeven, S. uJ. 
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SEMINAR NOTES 
Fizst. | Year 


Mr. Mahoney provided an interesting hour with his "Outline of Critical 
Logic." The outkine is a large chart which attempts to correlate the various topics 
of epistomology by bringihg out their relative importance and mutual independence. 
The outline was particularly successful in disipating some of the clouds ‘vhich always 
linger about universals and immediate judgements. In a future meeting Mr- Mallon, 
who has interested himself in the origins of cpistomology as a separate science in 
the Scholastic system, will read his paper, “The Growth of Epistonhology." 


Second Year 


The discussions in Psychology have given way to those in Cosmology. ‘the 
first topic in this branch “vas the famous and ever interesting one of "Miracles." Mr. 
Dent and Mr. McCormack defended the possibility of the event of miracles and the 
possibility of recognizing them. Mr. ™. Doyle and Mr. Cahill endeavored to disprove 
the defendants’ claims. 


Third Year 


The next three meetings of this group vill be devoted to a repetition of 
the theses in psychology which are assigned for the final exaninations. Thus the 
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matter of first and second years will have been covered by the time that the usual 
repetition in class begins. Our outline of the course in philosophy is well under 
way. Criteriology, Ontology and Theodicy have already been outlined, and a synopsis 
of Cosmology is in preparation at present. It is planned to mimeograph these out- 
lines for those vho desire them. Suggestions from the members of other classes will 


be welcome. 
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EDITORIAL 
THE AMERICAN CATHOLIC PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION 


In our issue foo May 1925, there appeared a copy of a letter which Reverend 
Dr. James H. Ryan of the Catholic University of America sent to 596 professors of 
philosophy and allied subjects, asking their judgement on the feasibility of starting 
a Catholic Philosophical Association. Encouraged by the response to this communicatic~ 
a tentative constitution was framed and mailed to the philosophy professors for con- 
sideration. Later plans for an organization meeting were drawn up, the program ar- 
ranged and invitations sent out. The meeting was held January 5, 1926, at the Cath- 
olic University of America, “ashington, D. C. And now we have in our possession the 
report of the proceedings of that "First Annual Meeting of the American Catholic 
Philosophical Association"; a long felt need has been realized. 


American Scholastics can have nothing but praise for the work of those men 
who made this first nation-wide organization an accomplished fact. Te have long felt 
the need of organization and centralization of our forces. “le have been working in-: 
dependently; we have not been profiting by the findings of our fellow workers; we 
have been parochial. This association is the first great step in the breaking down 
of the barriers that have hedged us in and confined our activities = and our vision-- 
to our om little seminary or college. 


“le also see in the American Catholic Philosophical Association a triumph 
for American Scholasticism. The opinion that Scholasticism has nothing to offer 
American thought and Ameridan problems has been so strong and so general that Scho- 
lastics themselves have been extremely timid and lacking in self-confidence. This 
organization tells us that we have "found ourselves” and as a body wish topresent 
ourselves and our treasures before the whole country. Only prejudice and the unwill- 
ingness to give a hearing have been able to withstand our unity of doctrine and our 
unity of method. Can they withstand unity of attack and unity of organization also? 
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PHILOSOPHY DISPJTATIONS 


The final disputations for the present scholastic year will be held on 
April 2O. Mr. Gerald H. FitzGibbon will defend in Cosmology. Mr. C. Howard 
Morrison will defend in Ontology and Epistomology. Mr. Keeven and Mr. O'Brien will 
object in Cosmology; Mr. Dentinger, C. 2. and Mr. Mallon, in Ontology and Epistomolog | 
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sodiendidintelligence:.. . Fulton’ J. Sheen, M. A., Pu. D. Longmans, Green and Co. 
London-Nev York. 1925. 


"God and Intellifence' seeks to mace St. Thomas functional , not for 2 
school, but for a world. It sticceed3s bocatse De- Sheer understands H. Ga Velis, 
Dean-Inge, Henri Bergson, Niltiam Jams:  Ralvh Barton Perry and John Dewey even 
better than the Angel of the Schools, Not thet the Louvain scholar yields to any 
in his mastery of the ‘Contra Gentiles’, 2s his chapter on the 'Thomistic Answer 
to Modern Ideals! amply attests. But before uttering a syllable of dissect ~ or 
critical appreciation, Dr. Sheen presents a vivid picture of that faith-state in 
“hich God is approached non-intellectually and yet is just as real as the "thrust 
of a sword or an embrace". The God-proved-by-reason-to-be-existent retires for the 
nonce and allows the God-I-fetl-I-can-use to strut the stage as "President of the 
Great Cosmic Commonwealth". Yesterday He was exhibited as an Oriental monarch; to- 
morrow He may be nothing but a glorified Lenin. This the divinization of man and 
the humanization of God, who takes His color from the biological categories and the 
needs of the time. After a decent interval Dr. Sheen sets in contrast to this man 
made puppet the Supreme Being jquin knew and loved and adored. This God is change- 
less because He is Perfect and eternally active in the activity of His Divine per- 
fection; not helpless with the helplessness of the indigent, but omnipotent with the 
richness of perfection; not "existing in solitary bliss", but complete with the per- 
fect possession of the good and the true; not static in His nature, bdcause active; 
not in process of development, because perfect; immutable, moving all things; eter- 
nally active, eternally in rest. Thus metaphysical and theological continuity far 
exceeds biological continuity. Perhaps there is a transfer of empirical principles, 
a lyricism of sciencd which only craves a more cautious application. Dr. Sheen dis- 
cusses this and kindred problems with a felicity of stvle which compels attention. 
It will be a glad day in the battle for fruth when her other champions appear beside 
him in shining armor against a host of brillians adversaries. 
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Essentials of Formal Logic. Michael J. Mahony, &. J. The Encyclopedia Presse 1918. 


Taking Father Mahony at his ‘rord that his book will "comprise the essentials 
of the subject an@ serve as a basis for further development and illustration in the 
hands of an experienced teacher," you will find his promise quite fulfilled. Given 
the elaborations and illustrations that the teacher will supply, you can take Father 
Mahony's book in hand and "salt away" Minor Logic economically and intelligently. 

The form of presentation, i.e., the varieties of type, the spacing, the "emphasized 
page’ (if I may coin a phrxse to express the idea of a page which speaks to you and 
does not make you puzzle over it) are commendable points in the book. Only they are 
not carried far enough. The effect of the whole is nearly ruined by the blurred ink: 
and the pages give an unnecessary impression of being crowded simply because the 
paragraphs are crowded quite too close one against the other. 


Minor Logic itself has always seemed to me a sort of glorified "Detrey' 
system applied to the mind and its processes. You must generally begin in puzzled 
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haziness to learn Minor Logic; you may end in Cespair. For Minor Logic was evotved 
by the keenest and most subcie minds of old. They deliberately set thomse ives the 
task of splitting up and tageing all the paraphunalia they might find in the stock 
room of the mind. But, as one perforce must lear Minor Logic, 1 would be content 
that he do so in Father Mahony‘: ‘ixtsie Deck, aivtuys supposing on instructor to drive 
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home and clarify the splendidiy succinct iictis summary. 
R. B. Morrison, 5.19. 


ROSCA Kok 
BCOFKS RECEIVED 
The following books will be reviewed in 1 succeeding issue: 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY-- 
New Realism in the Light of Scnolasticism. Sr. M. Verda. 
Blements of Bthicés. C2)C.) Mitcner Clerics 
Logie Deductive and Inductive. Thos. Crumley, C. 8S. C. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRUSSS-- 
Karl Marx's Capital. A. B. Lindsay. 
Our Minds and Their Bodies. John Laird. 


METHUEN AND COMPANY-- 
Elements of Greek Philosophy. R. B. :ppleton. 


BENZIGER BROTHERS -- 
The Mind. John X. Pyne, S. J. 


E. P. DUTTON-- 
Thrasymachus. C. E. M. Joad. 
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